
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  January 18, 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

 

I am writing to let you know about an incident that occurred in a fifth-grade classroom yesterday. 

I want you to be informed of this situation so that you can discuss it with your child in a manner 

you deem appropriate. 

 

A student reported finding two adhesive notes inside of a desk in a fifth-grade classroom. One 

note had a pencil drawing of a swastika, and the second note contained a pencil drawing that was 

of a sexual nature. 

 

I am still in the process of investigating the situation and want to reassure you that such negative 

activity can have serious personal and social ramifications. Quite frankly, our school community 

deserves better. As I have said before, actions and postings that are intolerant and exclusive have 

no place in our community where we seek to empower every person in our school to be 

successful, empathetic citizens.   

 

I also want to be clear, however, that our investigation has not, to date, enable us to identify the 

creator of the notes. They could have been created by a student or an adult. Their creation – 

especially in the case of the swastika – could have been done by a child who was unaware of the 

ramifications of the drawing. We also have no indication whatsoever that the child who found 

the notes was targeted. Several children use each of the desks in our fifth-grade classrooms daily. 

 

As we continue to investigate this matter, I ask you to please speak with your child, and relay 

any pertinent information regarding this or any other matter to our school or police as soon as 

possible. Please know that our school counselors, as well as the AACPS Office of Student 

Services, are always available to speak with students and staff about their feelings and 

concerns regarding the climate of our school. Any safety concern can also be addressed 

through the Student Safety Hotline at 1-877-676-9854 that can be accessed 24 hours a day, 7 

days a week. 

 

I wanted to make sure you were aware of this incident so that you can support your child in the 

way or ways that you deem most appropriate. Please know that our school counselor is always 

available for students, especially if your child needs to share how he/she feels about this or any 

other incident.  

  

 

Sincerely,  

 
Lorie A. Barnes 

Principal  

LAB/mee 


